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AParticul ars of an exceedingly choic
occupying a bracing and perfectly rural situation and commanding a fine

open view to the south and west,; Un d ¢
tion with its excellent shops, church
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So sai d t he -ansle athe sale galogueon the aca-
sion of the sale of the house in 1919. The history of Pearse House anc
the Parsonage Lane area reflects that of the town.

This once Operfectly ruraldé cor
farms and | abourersd cottages he
try estates have gone now, broken up and sold off; much of what was
rural has become part of the urban landscape.

Extract from the 1838 tythe map
The earliest buildingo faridentified (1766)occupied a position on
the opposite side of Parsonage Lane. In 1838 (tythe) and the 1841 cen
sus a houdé ek Wacdupies #g prasent site.
The name suggestsRalladian or Adamesque style building, which
perhaps explains the design used for the main ground floor reception
rooms ofthis house.
The Vllamade way for the present bu
buildings around the stable yard to the north and east of the main
building continued to be occupied throughout and may be those iden-
tified asol' h e  C oim theacgnsus.

After the war, in1946 the house became one of the boarding
houses for the Herts and Essex Girls School. This coincided with
the retirement of Miss Pearse the headmistress, and the house was
renamedPearse Housén her honour.

In the 606s the house became a
by Hertfordshire County Education.

In 1978, the house was acquired by the present owner Mr Phillip
Levy. The house continued as a centre for school field trips, and
courses until the 1980606s.

I n the | ate 800s the housedwas
staff training, personal development etc; this led to a major pro-
gramme of refurbishment. In 1990, the conference and training
wing was opened.

In recent years the house has become a popular venue for family
and social events as well as business meetings and corporate social
events

Although the house has been much refurbished, it still retains much
of its period charm. Indeed most of the ground floor rooms are now
being used for the same purposes as when the house was first built.
The period since 1978 has been the longest sustained period of oc-
cupancy since its construction in 1878.

If you should have any additional information relating to the his-
tory of o6The Villad, O6The Cott at
or its surroundings, and to any of the people who have lived and
worked here and on the estate then please let us know.

A list of references, bibliography and accreditation will be available in the un
abridged version of the history.

This booklet and the maps, pictures and photographs included in it are subject
to copyright restrictions.



In 1920 the house was sold to Selwyn Robert Pryor also a
banker. Selwyn died just a few years lated 828 however his

wife Margaret continued to live here until her deathlBB86

when the house was sold once again in the October. The house
and estate were purchased by Danzie Wilson and Patrick Gee
(Solicitor i the family firm is still in the town). Mr Wilson, then
sold the house to Dr Henrietta Trevithick MD (b 1862), whilst Mr
Gee retained the Estate.

“ Dr Trevithick qualified as a physician and sur-

" geon in 1895. Hers and her l&masband Freder-
'ickdos families were rela
to among others, Charles Darwin and Josiah
Wedgewood. Frederick was the grandson of

| Robert Trevithick inventor of the steam railway
engine.

During the early years of the second world war, Henrietta helped

out at Haymeads Hospital. Increasing demands on ward space for
military casualtiess many brought in by train to the Hockerill

Halt, meant additional accommodation was required for nurses.
The Doctor therefore made the

f or t192/3iml1944a contingent of nurses from the Canadian

St Johnds Ambul ance Brigade wer
of British Nurses. You can almost hear the Glen Miller playing in

the background!

The new house, 0Pl aw Hze
in 1878- have a look to see if you can find

this date stone, their are two others 1900 and
1856 (the last not in its original location).

For a relatively small country estate, the house and its many fami-
lies have blood and marriage ties that link it to many of the great
houses of Britaid from Audley End to Windsor Castle, and to
some of the most influential people of the last two centuries; some
of whom changed the world forever. Although located in an inland
county there have been a surprising number of Royal Navy and
Royal Marines Officers; Lieutenants, Captains and Admirals, as
well as soldiers (nasommissioned and Fiel@ank) seeing action

in every major campaign from the Peninsular War with Wellington
to the Great War and Worl d War
(181 14) when the United States was provided with the second
verse of their national anthem!

TIMELINE
1812 Frederick Samuel Vanddfdeulen (17757 ,f,,
1851), is the owner of the property. & Y Al

His brother Charles (1791 1865) was in Welling % " ‘."
ton6s army seeing sef““v_‘-ﬂ
foot from Talavera to Toulouse.

1838: Tythe and Terrief see map extract above.

1841 0 T h eFreWeridk is atdhome with son Frederick (1812
1882) - later the Rector of St James the Great, Thorley and his
grandson Frederick ((18391913) later Admiral), house servants
Samuel and Mary Curtis, Ann Page and Sarah Edridge.

The reverendds daughter Georgi a
cumbent at All Saints, Hockerill and brothe#law to the Reverend
Rhodes Vicar at St Michaels and father of Cecll



In the 1841 census, the farm was occupied by the Nigus family.
The other estate properties are occupied by the Wilkinsons and
the Halestrop family.

18606s andhé& 0 &sstotcapeae byj
(Frederick) Edwin Eyre and his wife Eliza, Prong
nent members of the community they donated
water fountain that stood at Hockerill corssroads ™
1871, moved to the Cal
There is no specific mention of a building call
0The Villad or 6Pl aw

29" September 1877Thenewh ouse 6Pl aw Hat ch
by Frederick William Blunt a solicitor and brewery director,
originally from Mortlake in Surrey, he may have been an associ-
ate of the Wigans who took over Hawkes Brewery at this time.

1881 CensusO P | a w id accupieéddby Frederick Blunt his
wife Mary and children; Mary (15), Helen (9), Reginald (7),
Montague (6), Leslie (4), Bernard (2) and Violet (4 months). The
youngest two were both born at Plaw Hatch. In addition there is a
household staff of eight. The growing needs of the family result
in the sale of the property on thé™September 1890.

1891 Census The house is occupied, Frances
(Fanny) Rowley Smith (1825 1898), who
moved here from Shortgrove Hall, Newport, Es-
sex, following the death of her husband William
Charles Smith someti me a
-married sister Elizabeth Anne @%orn 1832)

also lived here along with nieces Elizabeth Amy
(16, born 1871), OPi ppy©6
1879) and Frances (10, born 1880).

Plaw Hatchwas to be affected by the coming of the Great War.
Emily Rawsonds two daughters we
the Royal Navy. Whi | st their f
daughters along with her grandchildren were frequent visitors.
Charles and his sister lived here happily until Emily passed away

in 1919.

Sir David Duff, (pictured above with his greatcle), Emily
Maudbébs grandson, writes of the
to Plaw Hatch.

fiMy elder sister and | were often taken to stay at Plaw Hatch during the
Great War vyears. o0 He continues fAUncl e
actually our greatuncle was very kind to such small children as we were, our
granny Mrs Rawson, was very dearly 1I|o
ioOur journey by train from London an
very vivid memory; At the station we were met by Mr Gilbey the coachman,
with a trap pulled by a pony called T
pulling the mowing machine on the lawns around the house, for this his
hooves were encased in leather overshoes to protect the turf. This of course
fascinated us. 0

AMr Herbert, the but I-asomewhatdwesomedigh us
ure to 4 and 6 year oldsa most kindly man who remained with Mr Hegan

unt il his death. o

AAs small children we waps meals dut had nc | u
ours upstairs in the charge of a maid
AVisits to the stable yard, armed wit
popul ar . Mr Gil bey woul-dopnoefarihél mor
yaé and would take wus in to see the

watching fascinated as the younger groom worked on the horses, making a
particular whistling noise through his teeth in time with the brush or eurry
comb. 0

AOn | eaving we we r-leyetd dnkle @harlie whotwoulds a y
usually be stood in front of the library hearth with the thumb of each hand in

his lower waistcoat pocket. He was of quite small stature, but had very bright
eyes which | remember most clearly. o
iwWhen we shook hands on | eavi-cranp he v
each. When accustomed to this ritual, | remember putting up my other hand to
make sure | did not drop the treasure



Into a new century

The house was sold via Sir Walter Gilbey of
Elsenham Hall in1901to Charles St John
Hegan, a banker in the City of London.

= Charles and his wife Edith Charlotte lived
here happily for many years.

In 1909/10Edi t héds deterior a
to Charl esd widowed S
Rawson coming to live here. Edith suc-
cumbed to pneumonia in earf}91l, and

was buried in the church yard at All Saints, Hockerill.

1911 Censusd Pl a w idactupid¢ddy Charles Hegan (66)
his sister Emily Maud Rawson (54) and a visitor S
ney Edward Forrs. The household included Willie
Herbert (45) butleri (right), Frederick Challis (22
footman, Daisy Osborne (25) cook, Alice Woodfi
(29) and Emily Hicks (18) housemaids and Flore
Bush (18) the kitchen maid.

Emily Maud Rawson, was the widow of Lieutenarit

Wyatt Rawson R.N. former ADC to the Queen onboard the
Royal Yacht Albert and Victoria. He was killed at the Battle of
Tel-El-Kebir, Egypt when having navigated by the stars to guide
the army on its night march across the desert, he was mortally
wounded during the subsequent charge.

Emily and Wyatt had two daughters; Margaret
Isabel and the youngest who was born after her
father had died. The Queen on hearing of this
asked if she could be tF
she was therefore named after her father and Her
Majesty- Victoria Alexandrina Wyatt.

The three younger ladies were the daughters of William Affleck
King (d. 1886) , FIl orenceds and
girl sé6 mother having passed aw
Place.

Elizabeth Anne King had been living with her brother and his
daughters.

—

The King Ladie® Frances (on step), Elizabth Anne (2nd left), Elizabeth
Amy (2nd right), Frances (right)
- This, previous and next pictures courtesy of Thomas Brewis, Elizabeth
Amybs grandson.

Francesbo, William Affleckds an
Admiral Sir Richard King, 2nd Bart who commandetiMS
Achillesat Tr af al gar in 1805. Their

ond wife) was Maria Susanna (nee Cotton) of Maddingly Hall,
Cambridge.



Pictures: (left) Possibly Frances Rowley Smith (nee King). Eliza-
beth Amy (seated) and O6Pippy

Elizabeth Amy King, married George Robert Brewis
from here, in 1898 at All Saints Church, Hockerill.

This family had/ has O6éconnectdi
Ann Lindsey who married into the Bowéegon family.

In addition to the family, 12 household servants are

also recorded in the census.



